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by Tim Van Schmidt 

 

Yesterday, I had meetings with two Very Important People. The second of these VI people was the 

President of the United States- Barack Obama. Obama was in Fort Collins, and especially at Colorado 

State University, for a 2012 "grassroots" election campaign stop. The first of these VI people was my 

mother. I took her to the doctor yesterday. 

 

These two things may seem unconnected, but they really aren't, especially in light of the President's 

remarks to a reported 13,000 supporters. Obama spoke of his healthcare plan, crafted to make health 

insurance available to all Americans. He also spoke about his policies for making higher education 

available to more young people and talked about bringing soldiers home from debilitating conflicts. 

 

To me, what the President's comments boiled down to is the complicated task of helping people. That 

seems to be the major ideological difference between the Democrats and the Republicans- just how 

much the government should help people.  

 

Yesterday, I helped my elderly mother get to the doctor. It was a mundane activity- my mother has 

diabetes and she regularly goes to a doctor for foot care- not a special situation in the least. But to me, it 

is an important thing to do because my mother needs help and I think I'm the best one for the job. 

 

Still, no matter how good I am at my job of helping my mother, there may eventually be a limit to how 

much I can do as an individual. At that time, the decisions my elected officials have made will become 

very important. 

 

At the Monfort Quad at CSU, I heard a lot of what I wanted to hear about helping people from President 

Obama. And for my mother's sake, I want to believe that this guy is sincerely working on it. 

 



Obama did admit that "it's easy to be cynical about politics," which he said with a slight grin, followed by 

a kind of amused pause. This little pause said it all about the difference between the Barack Obama on 

stage at CSU in 2012 and the one that triumphantly filled the CSU Oval in 2008, just days before being 

elected President. 

 

In 2008, Obama was at the top of his game as a surging candidate with fresh, unstoppable energy. His 

speech was upbeat, the crowd was the largest in CSU history and the atmosphere was electric. 

 

In 2012, Obama is a seasoned President and has plenty of "war wounds" to show for his efforts. He's no 

longer outlining plans- they are already in motion. In 2012, Obama offers a weathered experience and 

the atmosphere at the Monfort Quad was much more low key. While the shine, however, has worn off 

since 2008, the substance is basically the same in 2012 and that's what made listeners at CSU cheer as 

Obama ticked off the stuff he's doing and the stuff he stills wants to accomplish. 

 

What was the also the same about both the 2008 and 2012 events was the warm delivery Obama 

commands. In the university setting, he seemed like the popular, hip professor, who knows enough to 

call out to the CSU Rams and refer to CSU's big game against CU. But there was a reason for that- 

Obama's camp has set up their own "Rocky Mountain Rumble," challenging the schools in Fort Collins 

and Boulder to see which one can register the most voters. 

 

Obama was also hip enough to mention the beauty of the campus. In 2008, Obama came in October and 

the Oval was strikingly beautiful with fall colors. The President quipped "It was so beautiful, I wanted to 

stay, but as usual I had other things I had to do." 

 

The Monfort Quad was a relatively intimate venue for the speech. With screen towers, lights and various 

risers, the scene looked a little like a rock concert and the crowd waited amiably, some for many hours, 

for the President's appearance. 

 

The wait was aided by a succession of speakers that began with an invocation by Pastor Connie Winter-

Eulberg, followed by a perky address by Becca Siegel, a Field Director for Obama For America in 

Colorado. Then things got ramped up with brief remarks by Representative Jared Polis, Colorado 

Governor John Hickenlooper and then "The Honorable" Ken Salazar. 

 



Salazar was especially animated as a speaker. This was in stark contrast to an event I covered in 2004. 

Salazar was running for the Senate and made a campaign stop in Fort Collins, appearing with local 

political hopefuls in Old Town Square. But as I remember Salazar didn't speak as much as his special 

guest for the event: Robert Redford. 

 

But Salazar didn't need any help in 2012. At CSU, he was a demonstrative, outgoing speaker, 

punctuating his remarks often with finger pointing and arm waving, his distinctive cowboy hat bobbing 

with the progress of the speech. 

 

Introducing the President himself was CSU student Haley Damm-Hamblin. 

 

The day before Obama's visit in Fort Collins, I attended a press conference at the CSU office of Obama 

For America that was intended as a local welcome to the President. State Representative Randy Fischer, 

State Representative John Kefalas, District 3 County Commissioner candidate Karen Stockley and CSU 

student AJ Foltz all made brief statements welcoming President Obama, while tacking on comments 

about higher education issues, a strong theme in Obama's address at CSU. 

 

The press conference itself seemed somewhat perfunctory, but what made it all worthwhile was having 

a little time before the conference to briefly catch up with Kefalas. I have been acquainted with him 

since first moving to Fort Collins in 1980 and joining the Fort Collins Food Co-op, where we were both 

members. It has been heartening to watch Kefalas' political career continue to unfold over the years and 

to see that a man who was so committed to the idea that we must help one another is still at it. 

 

As we talked, Kefalas tried summing up the meaning of all his efforts- and those of others: "It's all about 

trying to make our community better, isn't it?" 

 

That's exactly what I want a Colorado State Representative- who is running for the State Senate seat in 

District 14- to say. That's exactly what I want a President to say. And on that score, Obama delivered the 

next day. 

 

Right now, I can handle taking care of my own mother. But there may come a time when that may not 

be possible. That becomes the point where investing in a government that offers avenues of assistance 



becomes real important to me. That's why both my mother and Obama are Very Important People. The 

President can help create an environment of support. My mother is the reason. 


