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by Tim Van Schmidt 

 

At one point during his election campaign event in Boulder yesterday, President Obama summed up his 

appeal for the votes of the already sympathetic crowd of 10,000 by telling them that "after four years, 

you know me." He let the word "know" hang in the air just a little, like a person talking to an old friend 

might when using the "friendship card" as a means to convince. The statement was simply put, but apt 

after all the other rhetoric. 

 

By now in the heated 2012 election campaign, the people should "know" the candidates and at the 

Coors Event Center on the CU campus in Boulder, Obama ticked off all of the familiar points about 

education, women's issues and building the Middle Class that have become the bulk of his campaign 

platform.  

 

Also, at this point in Obama's Presidency, we should certainly "know" what he's up to. I watched 

President Obama on the news just the day before, touring the devastation in New Jersey due to 

Hurricane Sandy- and receiving high praise from New Jersey Governor Christie. That's this candidate's 

day job and a sincere review of his abilities. In Boulder, Obama mentioned the disaster, but pretty much 

stuck to the script for the rest of the event. 

 

I'm glad I got to see Obama again towards the end of the campaign.  On August 28 at CSU, he used his 

warm charm at key times, but was much more measured and careful. In Boulder last night, I would 

characterize him as "punchy." Obama's been slinging this campaign material long enough now that he 

can let loose a little bit, take some direct swings at challenger Mitt Romney and just outright solicit 

votes. Skillfully, Obama often worked the crowd into a climax of cheering, only to bring things back 

down to build it back up again. 

 

Perhaps the voters are getting a little "punchy" too and it's time to wrap this process up. The sense that I 

get from attending events and from what I can gather from conversations with fellow members of the 



press from different parts of the state is that Obama is going to be a winner. I think the President thinks 

so too and there was a kind swagger to Obama's presence in Boulder that wasn't there last August. 

Despite the grueling duties as President and candidate, he's got a winner's glow. 

 

Also speaking in Boulder were Congressman Jared Polis, Senator Michael Bennet and Senator Mark 

Udall. Playing two opening sets of music, as the arena was filling up, was The Head and the Heart. Their 

artful acoustic-based music and dramatic vocal blend helped ease the long wait in the overheated arena. 

 

There's a Fort Collins note here: President Obama was introduced by Savannah Pullin, a perky CU 

student from Fort Collins. 


