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NewWestFest 2006, Fort Collins, August 18-20, 2006. 

 

By Tim Van Schmidt 

 

44 out of 55 bands- that’s what a lot of hustle did for me over the three days of NewWestFest 

2006, August 18-20. You see, NewWestFest is no longer just the town’s major street festival, but 

it is also northern Colorado’s new major music festival. Last year’s NewWestFest got the ball 

rolling with multiple stages and a fresh effort to showcase the diversity of Colorado acts. This 

year, producers have improved and upgraded the effort to produce a first class live music 

experience. There were a handful of out of town headliners- namely the B-52s and Nickel Creek- 

but the rest of the festival, dubbed “Bohemian Nights” after major sponsor the Bohemian 

Foundation, belonged to the strength of Colorado music- which was loaded with talent in all 

genres. 

 

At one point I was sitting on some curbing in a tiny circle of shade, listening to the easy going 

acoustic music of duo Third Road Home, when an acquaintance joined me and said “We just 

don’t know how lucky we are.” Live music seem to be cranking from every corner in the Old 

Town area and it would be hard not to appreciate the excitement this activity created. You could 

FEEL that there was something EXTRA going on, thanks to the ambitious band list. 

 

The highlights were plentiful- each performing group generally shining in whatever it is they do, 

whether screaming hardcore or quaint a cappella- but some favorites made a deeper impression. 

Like the powerful rock of the Piggies, the female-powered funk of Glass Ceiling, the revved up 

slickness of Halden Wofford and the Hi Beams, the raw blues power of Jeff Stephenson, the 

class presence of Hazel Miller and the rumbling darkness of Until We Wake.  

 

I was awe-struck by the massive choir of marimbas brought on stage by Kutandara, the Motet 

Big Band was smooth and sassy, the Drew Emmitt Band, along with guest mandolinist Chris 

Thile, was just big and powerful, and Tina Phillips bebop jazz singer was cool and sweet. Oh, 

and the B52s played “Love Shack” for some 12,000 people jamming the street on Saturday night 

and Nickel Creek added a set of their melodic pop bluegrass. 

 

It was significant this year that the main stage for the festival was moved from its “traditional” 

location on Linden Street over to Mountain. It just made sense and the huge crowd that showed 

for the B52s was reasonably accommodated. I saw people dancing on the street- dancing on 

rooftops- and having a great time. The addition of an alternative music stage on Oak Street was 

brilliant. Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest this year exceeded expectations and will no doubt 

inspire live music fans to not only anticipate but hunger for next year. 


