
BohemianNightsAtNewWestFest2010FortCollinsTextTVS 

Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest, Fort Collins, August 20-22, 2010. 

 

by Tim Van Schmidt 

 

There is a particular thrill which never gets old for me. That is, the thrill you get when photographing a 

big band at a big concert with a press pass around your neck. The press pass usually means that for just 

a few songs, you get the run of the security pit at the front of the stage to take photos. It's great- the 

band is right in your face and the screaming fans are right at your back. It's a big shot of adrenalin. 

 

That was still the case last weekend when I photographed Earth, Wind and Fire, the Saturday night 

headliner for this year's edition of Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest. Often, the thrill is so satisfying that 

after completing the brief time in the pit, I don't mind sauntering to the back of the crowd to enjoy more 

of the music- after all, I had just been as close as you can get. On Saturday, however, Mountain Avenue 

was so packed with music fans that I found it rather diffcult to find the back of the crowd.  

 

The crowd stretched so far from the Mountain Avenue stage where Earth, Wind and Fire was playing 

that I decided that this year I would go ahead and check out the simulcasts of the show elsewhere in the 

downtown area. What I found at the simulcasts on Linden Street and at Library Park were more big 

crowds. Linden Street wasn't quite as packed as it was for Friday's kick-off show by the Flobots, but it 

was plenty full. Library Park had more people enjoying the broadcast than I had seen there all day. 

 

When I say that people were enjoying the simulcasts, I mean that they were reacting to the music and 

the stage patter as though the huge image on the video screen was the live performance itself. People 

cheered and howled at all the right times. Although I am more of a live music purist- I prefer to see the 

bands play in person- I did get a sense of why the simulcasts are perhaps even a little bit better than 

being packed into the crowd over on Mountain. The sound was great and the video screens were so big 

that the crowds on Linden and in Library Park probably could see more of the show, more of the 

performer's faces and expressions than many in the main audience could see. 

 

After leaving Library Park, I realized that thanks to technology, a big chunk of downtown Fort Collins was 

just one big concert. Between the three locations- Mountain, Linden and Library Park- the crowd was 

estimated at 20,000. I don't think you could have jammed all those people into just one location in the 



downtown area, so the simulcasts really helped spread things out. More people could take advantage of 

the entertainment more comfortably. The simulcasts are just one more way that Bohemian Nights 

strives to make this annual music festival better. 

 

But other than a handful of headliners- Earth, Wind and Fire on Saturday and Earl Scruggs on Sunday- 

another great aspect to Bohemian Nights is its dedication to Colorado music. Throughout the three days 

this year, more than 60 Colorado acts churned out everything from funk, rock and reggae to folk, jazz 

and bluegrass. There is hardly ever a clinker in the schedule and it is obvious that the acts are chosen 

with care. Thanks to a solid six-year run for Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest, the audiences have 

become accustomed to this and healthy-sized crowds greet the Colorado musicians with enthusiasm. It's 

a unique situation and the regional music scene gets a big boost every year from this festival. I would 

wager that bands who are showcased at Bohemian Nights benefit all year round from the exposure they 

receive in Fort Collins as they add new fans and keep old fans happy. 

 

I managed to check out 44 bands and performers during this year's festival. That's a lot of hoofing- in 

fact, the first day I lost three pounds in the process. What I saw last weekend was very typical of the 

Bohemian Nights festival- a high level of quality and a wide diversity of genres. Just that kaleidoscope of 

44 bands in general was inspiring and the highlights were plentiful. 

 

Among my favorites this year was the exotic and sophisticated world music of Kailin Yong and the Peace 

Project. Young Michaela Rae, a 15-year-old female guitarist who plays like a seasoned professonal 

already, also stood out. I also had to grin like an idiot when Paul Soderman and BluezHouse kicked off 

Sunday's schedule with some rollicking barroom blues. SHEL's set in Old Town Square was a triumphant 

hometown love fest, their energetic, fresh music supported by an enthusiastic crowd. I enjoyed the 

Acidophiles cool electronic dance music- even if it was in the middle of the bright, sunlit day- and Angie 

Stevens and the Beautiful Wreck continue to make irresistable, dynamic rock. I'll also mention the set by 

Post Paradise, who make a dark, thick progressive rock. 

 

But my very favorite this year was just like last year- the Informants, playing an irreverent rock. They've 

got the chops and the attitude that make them very entertaining indeed. While the lead female vocalist 

in the Informants is hot and sassy, the entire band gets props for working as hard as they do to produce 

a big, streetwise sound. 

 

But more, above and beyond the music, I think I enjoy Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest because it is 

truly a community party. I missed a few performers here and there because I got caught up in 



conversations with people I hadn't seen for quite a while. The music is very effective at bringing people 

out and basically all you have to do is wander around a little and chances are you'll run into someone 

you know. It's like a big, annual reunion where everybody is smiling, everyone is excited. Music and 

friends go together and on that basic level, Bohemian Nights at NewWestFest hits the mark like no other 

event in the area. 


