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Buddy Guy Interview 

 

By Tim Van Schmidt 

 

Calling from his home in Chicago, bluesman Buddy Guy kept his comments measured 

and even throughout our conversation on June 22. But the words themselves tell some bigger 

stories about the music called blues, the artists who have developed it and changed it and about 

the world of rapidly changing technology. Guy can be granted “legendary” status- thanks to 

numerous awards and accolades from critics and top musicians alike- but on the phone, he just 

tried to keep it real, basing his ideas and explanations on a lifetime of experience. And what a 

lifetime- rubbing elbows with the greats- being one himself, traveling the world being powered 

by the blues. Guy said “I’m having fun doing it…It’s the most joyful thing to do.” Here are some 

other Buddy Guy comments: 

 

Blues labels: 

 

The Sixties brought all that on…I’m branded as a bluesman right now, but back before then, the 

places we played all had jukeboxes and you just had to play the top ten on those jukeboxes- Ray 

Charles, Little Richard…but really, all it is, is m-u-s-i-c… 

 

Origins of blues: 

 

I would sit and talk with Son House and Fred McDowell about it, where it came from. And my 

dad and grandfather used to tell stories about singers who didn’t need a mike, who were wailing. 

There were rumors about the slaves chopping out in the fields, moaning and groaning. There was 

a spiritual singer on the radio once who was moaning and groaning too. It doesn’t come from any 

one place... 

 

Early memories: 

 

Before there were 45s, there were 78s- you had to play them faster. Those turntables, I remember 

the first one my dad had, the needle used to go bad quick but you could stick a needle or a straw 

from the broom in your mouth and you could still hear it. 

 

Fast and slow styles:  

 

Now back then if you took one of Little Richard’s 78s and slowed it down to 45, you’ve got the 

blues. It’s an expression. Like BB says, it’s a long meter…To me, my best way to describe it is 

that it’s fast or slow and that’s where they started separating it. Little Richard speeded it up. You 

see, black folks like to dance and if they can’t dance to it, they don’t want to see you. They just 

speeded up what Lightning Hopkins was doing…all those guys like Little Richard and James 

Brown were just playing a faster dance music… 

 

Blues influence: 



 

Blues isn’t played on the big radio stations anymore, but kids keep coming up and saying the 

only thing I know about you is what I read that Eric Clapton said about you. You’ve heard of 

them- Hendrix, Stevie, Jeff Beck. Eric. He inducted me into the Hall of Fame. While everyone 

was listening to him, he said he was listening to me… 

 

Music education: 

 

It started when I first heard Lightning Hopkins, then BB, then when I graduated from grade 

school to the ninth grade, there was a music teacher and I wanted to play guitar. When I went to 

see him to enroll in the class, I took along a 78 record, it was probably one by BB or Lightning, 

and I said I want to play this. But there was this thing called Book One and the teacher said I 

can’t teach you that, you have to do Book One. So I said if you can’t teach me what I want to 

play then I just won’t do it…We didn’t even have a radio when I started. When I was 14, you 

could count the guitar players on one hand, but now, you can be walking down the street and a 

six year old can come up and show you things you haven’t done yet- and I’ve been playing for 

50 years…We didn’t have a television, there wasn’t that kind of exposure. I learned to play 

myself, I figured it out on my own, but now there’re videos where you just have to watch to learn 

something. There’s even an instruction video out on me. 

 

Technology: 

 

I’m older than television and most of this technology is beyond my knowledge and I don’t even 

try to keep up. When I come around to your area, I’m just bringing you Buddy Guy and all I can 

hope to do is play the right thing at the right time for the right people…Now there’s CDs and you 

can go out and buy one and then make as many copies as you want…The record business is 

changing but it’s like everything else. You go to the grocery store and the clerks you saw last 

time aren’t there anymore because they’ve been replaced by technology. Now a construction job 

that took 200 men, now 10 to 12 men are out there doing it. Computer technology is affecting all 

of it, but it’s here, whether you like it or not. These politicians come on and say they’re creating 

jobs, but not for guys like the guy in the elevator, or at the doughnut shop. I remember the first 

time I went looking for a job, I went to a place where they were making soup and there was a 

guy in hip boots and a paddle stirring the soup. There aren’t jobs like that for people anymore… 

 

Playing live: 

 

There’s a lot of entertainment that isn’t live, but when you see me doing it, it’s me…the audience 

brings it all out of me. It makes me want to play something good. And if you’re not paying 

attention to me, I might come down there and do something that will make you pay attention. 


