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Several weeks ago I made a choice between going to see the heavy industrial rock band Ministry 

at the Aggie Theatre and going to the CSU Rams football game at Hughes Stadium. I go to a lot 

of concerts so I decided to go ahead and enjoy watching some college football. At the stadium, I 

had to question whether I had made the right choice- especially seeing as how the Rams were 

having a tough go of it on the football field. I was thinking that I could be downtown watching a 

concert that was probably going to be big in sound and visuals. 

 

But then at half time, the CSU Rams Marching Band took the field and proceeded to put on their 

own show that was big in sound and visuals. Indeed, I realized that I was watching perhaps the 

biggest band I had probably ever seen- 240 members plus flag twirlers and the like. It really was 

a BIG spectacle- and you can’t see it anywhere else than at a football stadium. 

 

This is why I am paying tribute to the CSU Rams Marching Band and their compatriots at high 

schools and universities all over the country. Marching bands are not generally considered very 

hip by the music world because they have very little to do with selling records or filling concert 

venues. But marching bands are part of an American music tradition that helps excite and 

entertain huge crowds of people on a regular basis. In fact live music- whether being snippets of 

tunes performed in between plays or just the rousing drum cadences- is an ESSENTIAL part of 

the American college football experience. 

 

I have seen it in action at the CSU home games at Hughes. Hughes Stadium is undergoing 

significant renovations. One thing that was in place at the beginning of this season was a new 

scoreboard and a new sound system. Certainly DJs were working the crowd with some of the 

current hits and I saw people getting excited. But when the Marching Band is in the stands, it’s 

THEIR music and THEIR presence that continually gets the crowd ramped up. The tunes they 

play are so well engrained in the fans’ subconscious that I’m not even sure the crowd is aware at 

how much they are affected by the music. People clap along, dance, throw their fists in the air- 

whatever- as the band keeps churning out an exciting blend of brass and percussion. 

 

On the field, the CSU Marching Band is adept at playing music and crisply moving into various 

formations. The chaos of movement suddenly becomes a defined visual image. And shall we 

mention that their music reaches the top of the stadium without amplification of any kind? That’s 

impressive no matter how unhip you may think marching bands are.  

 

The CSU Rams Marching Band’s music is particularly electrifying when experienced up close. 

For this year’s Ag Day celebration, for example, the band played up on the hill before the game 

just south of the stadium, then all filed down to surround the Ag Day crowd. The power of the 

music on this occasion was magnified, blasting horns and infectious drums clearly delighting the 

surprised fans. 

 



On November 13, I also went to Hughes to catch the final Rams home game of the season- a rout 

of UNLV. But this time, I didn’t just see Fort Collins’ biggest band in action- I saw ten bands. 

For the half time show, the CSU Rams Marching Band was joined on the field by nine high 

school bands. Though hard to make a definitive count because of the constant movement and the 

vast number of musicians on the field, I have to estimate that there were over 500 musicians 

performing all at once. Talk about a big band! During the course of the show, the combined 

bands performed “America the Beautiful.” Instead of just breezing through a song that is so very 

familiar, this arrangement included some changes in dynamics that actually created a kind of 

emotional thrust. It was impressive. 

 

And that’s what my message is- when thinking about live music, there is so much more out there 

than the current crop of pop artists. Music is an important part of our lives whether it has 

anything to do with the music industry or not. So please join me in praising the hundreds of 

young musicians in the CSU Rams Marching Band, and the tens of thousands across the country, 

who help turn football games into something more, something that makes the people move and 

shout. 


