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By Tim Van Schmidt 

 

 

If there’s one area of our culture that cannot be complacent, it is the arts. In fact, the arts depend on a certain amount 

of restlessness, dissatisfaction and unpredictability in order to remain vital. This is why a view from the outside may 

be exactly the kind of jump-start area artists need in order to avoid the languid trappings of creative comfort. 

 

Painter and photographer Carl Kunz is an artist who has recently moved to the area and he brings with him his 

experiences with the big city art world. That’s big city as in Los Angeles, Paris and New York. Now, Kunz finds 

himself in a cozy gallery and studio space in Loveland, at 121 E. Fifth Street, anxious to get involved and help 

establish a new era of artistry in the region. 

 

“There’s definitely a distinct small town atmosphere here. People are a lot mellower. They aren’t in a rush. They’re 

laid back,” Kunz says. “In the city, people are always rushing. You always have to be on top of things. It’s hard, but 

there’s an energy there that you can feed off of sometimes.” 

 

In other lives, Kunz has worked as a model, photographer and lighting technician for the fashion industry and 

television productions. He went to school in the Los Angeles area and painted in Paris. “The competition in the big 

city makes it much harder for you as an artist but you also get the best facilities,” he says. “It forces you to come up 

with unique and cutting edge ideas because everyone else is trying to come up with something more. A basic 

element of survival is competition. ” 

 

But what if you are in a place where there is relatively little or no competition- like a place like Loveland? “It’s so 

important to get beyond your own little bubble. If you don’t, then conformity becomes the rule and you get 

comfortable with just the way things are,” Kunz reflects. “I still live in the big city in my mind. I’m not looking at 

what people are doing here as competition as much as what they’re doing in LA and New York. I want to set my 

standards high. Artists in this area can grow in a sense by also looking elsewhere. You can’t think and exist only in 

your own environment but you have to be a part of the bigger scene.” 

 

Kunz has personally experienced the effects of drastically bursting his own artistic bubble when his photography 

studio in Los Angeles was destroyed in the riots of 1992. “I lost everything. I was uninsured,” he remembers. “I had 

always been interested in painting because one of my roommates had been a painter. So I moved to Paris, then to 

Salt Lake City and started painting. Here, I’m getting back to reinventing myself. I feel like I’m getting back to my 

roots as a photographer and with a lot more enthusiasm. It was a hard hurdle to get over because the loss of my 

studio caused a lot of bad things. But if I hadn’t been robbed, I wouldn’t have discovered painting and now I do 

both.” 

 

According to Kunz, despite the “small town atmosphere” in the Loveland/Fort Collins region, big things are coming 

this way and savvy artists should be prepared. “Everybody I have met who has lived here for a long time has 

remarked about the quick growth in this area. Well, we ain’t seen nothing yet. This area is ready to take off. The 

growth here is going to be ten fold. This is a tremendous opportunity to be at the forefront,” Kunz says. How artists 

can get ready is, of course, to not only expand their horizons artistically, but also as business people. “Most artists 

are creative people but not good business people,” he says. “It’s a Catch 22 situation. You need to be out there 

marketing and doing public relations. All the while, jobs are coming in and suddenly you need to get to work. It’s 

hard for an artist to get to that level by themselves and that’s why they often end up hiring other people to do those 

jobs. It takes an extraordinary effort to do everything you have to do to survive as an artist.” 

 

Kunz doesn’t just talk art. His Loveland gallery displays both paintings and photographs that reveal a vigorous 

artist’s eye. His “contemporary realist” paintings take common images of modern urban living and tweak them with 

unique perspectives, bright colors and a fanciful style. His color photos are alive with luscious hues and energetic 

concepts. The black and white work, particularly the nudes, take full advantage of shadowing and positioning to 

create transformative compositions. His art is different, like a brisk wind coming in from the west. 



 

What Kunz is gaining by his move to Loveland is a whole new environment to explore and incorporate in his work. 

“I’m always looking for unusual backgrounds and there’s definitely some interesting images here,” he says. 

 

Though city-bred, Kunz is rapidly shedding the feeling that he’s an outsider in northern Colorado. He’s actually 

quickly becoming a part of the inside, bringing a fresh new energy and challenging perspectives to a variety of 

projects. Just look on the cover of this issue of the Scene and you can see the results of Kunz’s collaboration with 

the regional rock group, the Bodhi Band. Kunz’s photography has also recently appeared in Style magazine. 

“Working with Style and Scene has given me a big opportunity to be creative. I’ve been able to act as my own art 

director,” he explains. “I’m also really stoked about the band scene. There are incredible bands in the area and I’m 

getting involved with doing CD covers.” To help stir up business, Kunz is currently offering a black and white 

portrait special and he is also looking at expanding the production of his original art into calendars and cards. 

 

So some big city energy has come to town. Are you up for the challenge? 


