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Sadness rises from stubbornness in Chinua Achebe's "Things Fall Apart." That stubbornness is cross-

cultural, too. 

 

First of all, there is the stubbornness of the main character here, Okonkwo. He has grown into a man in 

his African village adhering strictly to the traditional customs of his people- glorifying physical prowess in 

war and work, as a husband and a father, and as a leader who participates fully in the ceremonies 

honoring a set of gods or marking the social occasions of his family and neighbors. However, that 

strictness makes him blind to the spirit of the people around him and the events that unfold. 

 

But stubbornness also comes from the white men who enter the lives of Oknonkwo's clan- uninvited 

and initially unwelcome. The whites bring a new religion and a new divisive government that is aimed at 

subjecting the traditional Africans, "saving" them from themselves and their beliefs. Theirs is not an 

agenda of acceptance, but of conversion. The bullheadedness of both the traditional Africans and the 

white missionaries creates a tragic and violent clash of cultures. 

 

Unfortunately, there is a loser here and what is lost- a rich native culture, creative and reverent in its 

own way- is not destined to return. 

 

A lot of "Things Fall Apart" is about the native people and their beliefs and there are times when their 

ideas- like fearing twins and discarding them to die in the "Evil Forest" or killing a boy because an 

"oracle" said so- seem so far off base that it can only be counted as ignorance. However, the words and 

actions of the missionaries seem pretty ignorant too- like speaking to natives without learning their 

language or customs or tricking influential men into a meeting then shaving their hair off and 

imprisoning them- so there really isn't an innocent side in the clash. That makes the one thing both 

groups share- a resolute stubbornness- the real shame of it all. 
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