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FoCoMX 8, Fort Collins, April 22-23, 2016. 

by Tim Van Schmidt 

When recently inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame, rapper-actor Ice Cube answered questions 

about how his group, NWA, represented rock and roll by indicating that rock and roll wasn't a genre of 

music, but a spirit. 

On the streets of Fort Collins last weekend, I saw plenty of that spirit thanks to scores of area musicians 

who were actually doing the deed, not talking about it back in Cleveland. And that rock and roll spirit 

was not genre-specific, as Cube said. 

The occasion was the latest installment of FoCoMX, The Fort Collins Music Experiment, a grand local 

music festival organized by the Fort Collins Musicians Association. In its 8th year, the festival presents 

showcase events in just about every corner of downtown Fort Collins that'll take a musician. Boasting 

more than 250 performers in just two nights, FoCoMX is a huge slice of talent and a great way to 

experience downtown venues. 

As for what turns all that folk, rock, jazz, hip hop, funk, pop, country, blues, electronic, metal, 

experimental music into "rock and roll," well, you would have to get out there and see it for yourself. 

You look at the faces of the musicians to see if they mean business. Then you look in the faces of the 

fans to see if they get it. If it's all working right, then that glorious moment when everyone agrees to be 

carried away by the music is "rock and roll" and I saw it a lot during FoCoMX performances this year. 

I built my personal schedule for the April 22-23 dates around artists I was not familiar with- and there 

were plenty to choose from. My second consideration was that I like to walk and thanks to a well-

staggered schedule of starting times, I was able to walk and walk and walk, easily going between 

FoCoMX venues on both days. 

I was rewarded with plenty of surprises. I was lucky enough to hit the street a number of times just in 

time to see bands roll by on the Rickshaw Live, just blending right in with traffic. I turned another street 

corner just in time to run into the members of upbeat horn band Guerrilla Fanfare, stirring up some 

business for their Compass Cider gig by marching through Old Town. 

I got an electric charge out of all of the bands I saw at the new Surfside 7 location, including Wynona, 

Marti and the Dads, One Flew West and Lion Drome. Great discoveries on the big stage at the Aggie 

Theatre included the energetic Bud Bronson and the Good Timers and the impressively progressive 

Malai Llama. Also at the Aggie, DJ Matt Kays included a booming tribute to Prince. 

One of the best discoveries of both nights was the finely tuned and textured folk sound of Prestor John 

at the Poudre Keg. 



FALE African Drumming group also featured a troupe of dancers during their show at Everyday Joe's. I 

saw several dynamite rock acts at Illegal Pete’s including The Outfit and For Keeps. The highlights at La 

Luz included the finger style guitar work of Jared Janzen and Dee Tyler's one-man band. 

At Compass Cider I got to hear some top notch jazz from Art Deco, some gypsy swing from Lorna's 

Swingset and, of course, the raucous, rabble-rousing of Guerrilla Fanfare. The Honky Long Tonkers had 

me smiling with their irreverent country music at Equinox Brewing while Little Vicious cornered the 

market on irreverent at The Whisk(e)y with an explosive punk sound. 

It's like that at FoCoMX- there's something different and cool going on at every turn. 

OK, maybe it's not all rainbows and unicorns at FoCoMX. I saw a few acts that, quite honesty, should 

have stayed home and let someone else use the stage time. They were either ill-prepared, or just plain 

ill, but I guess that's rock and roll too- not every night is a good one for everyone. 

For me, though, when I finally got to where I didn't think I could walk another block, I packed up and 

went home. I went "home" that is, to Avogadro's Number just in time to see Liz Barnez. 

I thought I knew all about Barnez's music, but was greeted at Avo's with some fresh energy and another 

pleasant surprise. That is, seeing hot area guitarist and producer Dave Beegle on stage with her. 

But more, there were plenty of familiar faces in the crowd at Avo's, almost all of them displaying a big 

grin. The music and the people seemed to be agreeing mightily and so my festival experience ended 

with that true spirit of rock and roll. No, it wasn't NWA, it was Liz Barnez and as fun as it gets in Fort 

Collins thanks to FoCoMX. 


