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Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band, Paramount Theatre, Denver, June 28, 2016. 

by Tim Van Schmidt 

With such a major collection of classic rock talent on stage, it was hard for Ringo Starr and His All Starr 

Band to miss the mark in terms of putting on a great concert. Everybody on stage is a well-seasoned 

professional, the music the group in general presents covers several decades worth of hit material, and 

it's all anchored by the fact that one of the two surviving Beatles is still a gregarious performer and 

bandleader. 

In Denver, Starr's band plowed through not only the expected handful of Beatles and solo songs 

associated with the band's "boss," as Starr was called by several band members, but also prime cuts of 

later hits by Santana, Toto and Mr. Mister. Todd Rundgren supplied more memorable tunes from his 

career, filling out a show that was meant to please. 

But having Rundgren, Steve Lukather from Toto, Richard Page from Mr. Mister, and particularly Gregg 

Rolie, from the original Santana group, supply 3-4 tunes each in addition to Starr's well-worn repertoire, 

was masterful in its own way in that a wide variety of music was covered. The good, old fun of the 

Beatles music mixed easily with the Latin-tinged Santana hits, the soaring pop sound of Toto hits, the 

slightly more aggressive Mr. Mister tunes and Rundgren's ragged white soul songs. The show wasn't 

about Starr, despite his headlining status, but about everyone on stage. 

It wasn't just the variety of material that turned the show into a roaring success, though. Despite the 

fact that the set list had to concentrate on the best-known material from everybody, it was energizing to 

see that everybody on stage seemed to be having fun making it all work. 

I enjoyed the Santana stuff the most- and found Rolie a particularly strong contributor throughout the 

show. I'm not so versed on the music of Toto and Mr. Mister, but found that material to be bright and 

shiny in a way that Starr's old hits don't even touch.  

Rundgren, though not contributing the most exciting tunes in the set- except the raucous "Bang the 

Drum All Day" of course- maintained a notable stage presence anyway. Supporting players Warren Ham 

on reeds and keys and Gregg Bissonette on drums, added plenty of spice to the arrangements while the 

hit makers wailed. 

But despite the extra muscle and weight added by the band members, the thing could not work without 

that special, special ingredient that trumps all else. That is, to hear some authentic Beatles music by one 

of the boys in person. 

I felt YOUNG, letting myself get carried away by the nursery-rhyme sing-along of "Yellow Submarine" 

and the satisfied wistfulness of "With a Little Help From My Friends." I smiled broadly to hear "Don't 

Pass Me By" and joined in the good-natured self-effacement of "Act Naturally." Starr's hits are a direct 



line back to a more hopeful time, still casting the sheen of innocence, while testing the waters of 

consciousness and experience. 

Added to this, Starr and the many versions of his All Starr Band have successfully maintained the 1960s 

most prominent "brand"- "peace and love." The stage backdrop often displayed big peace symbols, 

Starr's performing jacket displayed the same and Starr flashed the peace sign often during the show. 

Though nearly a cliché at this point, the message of "peace and love" remains a valuable one, even if it is 

confined to the love fest that goes on the road when Starr tours. 

The nostalgia and old-fashioned ideas like peace, however, are just parts of the whole. The rest of the 

"whole" is filled out by veteran musicians who still know how to stoke up some fire on stage. Why go 

see Ringo Starr and His All Starr Band? Well, because you can, first of all, but also because there's still 

plenty there. 


