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Dale Hartman Studio Show, March 19, 2005 

 

By Tim Van Schmidt 

 

Tucked back in an apartment building on a side street in Fort Collins is the studio of one of the 

region’s most talented and enigmatic artists, Dale Hartman. Hartman is a recognized award-

winner who paints in several different styles- ranging from photo-realism to a kind of mythical 

fantasism. However, he is also the quintessential artist- living restlessly with his art while trying 

to keep the outside world at bay. But for one day, March 19, Hartman let down his creative 

defenses and let the outside world come in to his personal space to view his work in all its 

diversity. 

 

Originally from Niagara Falls, New York, Hartman came to Fort Collins via California and 

established himself regionally with the top prize in the Poudre Valley Art League’s annual show. 

Since then Hartman has not only successfully shown his work, but he has also put his talents to 

work on other creative projects- like CD covers, posters, newspaper illustrations and more. 

While maintaining a low public profile personally, Hartman’s images have often surfaced in the 

regional mainstream. 

 

However, Hartman’s recent Studio Show was his first solo-produced show, an eight-hour stretch 

of hobnobbing with friends and patrons. Hartman filled every available wall space in his studio 

with paintings from throughout his career. These included his award-winning 

“Gotteradamherring,” a large canvas that sparkles with bright colors and spotlights mythos-based 

images that reflect the artist’s own personal meaning, but also resonate for the viewer in the 

same way as a dark fairy tale would. 

 

A perfect juxtaposition to “Gotteradamherring” is Hartman’s latest completed work, “Morning 

Pancakes.” This photo-realism piece depicts a woman in a sun-drenched kitchen preparing to 

make some breakfast. The piece is set to be exhibited in a major upcoming art show. On the 

studio wall, however, the simplicity of the subject mixes dramatically with Hartman’s effective 

rendering that doesn’t just reflect a realistic image, but enhances it. 

 

Other new work by Hartman includes a series of paintings titled “Snowy Roof.” Mixing the 

images of modern buildings dusted with snow with vivid sunsets brings the glorious together 

with the mundane. Hartman is also working on a series of paintings depicting Niagara Falls, the 

soupy green of the water and the landscape is tempered by the roiling mist of the falls. 

 

But Hartman also displayed plenty of his back catalog on his studio walls. The brightly colored, 

mythos-based mandolin player and the whimsical “Woman blowing feather” are warm and 

inviting images, while “Ouch” painfully illustrates what dentistry ends up being like for most 

people. Effective small pieces such as “Single nude on the beach” and “Self Portrait” were 

balanced by major works such as Hartman’s ode to the bar crowd, “Happy Hour.” 

 



Hartman’s Studio Sale was a raging success, according to follow-up reports. In fact Hartman 

claims it was his biggest show to date. The good news there is that Hartman will be able to stick 

around a while longer and that his artistic vision is heartily welcomed by his patrons. But when 

Hartman decides to once again open his doors to the public, he’ll have a few less pieces to 

choose from. That situation begs for new paintings and no doubt this Studio Sale will propel 

Hartman into a new era of production. That means that art can only get stronger in northern 

Colorado! 


