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Def Leppard/Journey, Budweiser Events Center, Loveland, October 17, 2006. 

 

By Tim Van Schmidt 

 

When Def Leppard wound up the main portion of their aggressive, energetic set at the Budweiser 

Events Center on October 17 and exited the stage, the huge screen behind the band’s gear lit up 

with a simple word: “Yeah!” Yeah! indeed, because while the word is the title of Def Leppard’s 

latest release- a collection of handpicked covers- it also simply described the rock and roll power 

both Leppard and current touring mates Journey stoked up at the BEC on the eve of the area’s 

first snow storm of the season. 

 

It may have been cold and blowing outside, but the bands insured that the inside of the BEC was 

rock and roll hot all evening. Journey opened the show with a set that made me write, “This is 

the opening band?” in my notes- it was so full and strong. Then Def Leppard heaped a lot more 

swagger onto the pile. In both cases, there was a lot of flailing guitar, lots of flashing lights and 

plenty for the crowd to sing along to- just about everything you could ever want from a classic 

rock show. 

 

Now, this show was a kind of encore performance in the area for this successful band pairing and 

their show at Red Rocks earlier this year was sold out. While I’m sure the Red Rocks show was 

great, the estimated 3800 rock fans who gathered at the BEC last night may have gotten the 

better end of the deal. It seemed obvious that the production for this tour was designed for bigger 

venues. Even at the back of the hall, the huge video screen behind the stage seemed like it was in 

your face. Add the ever-changing lighting rigs and the bands themselves- spread luxuriously 

across the stage- and you have a visually stunning experience that was larger than life within the 

relatively intimate confines of the BEC. It felt like seeing an arena show in a nightclub and it 

didn’t seem like the cheering fans in northern Colorado missed the point either. The crowd and 

the bands synched in together, creating a wall-to-wall celebration throughout the night. 

 

Journey’s opening set hit the mark with the showmanship savvy only many years of experience 

could teach. Not only did they have their sack full of familiar radio hits to play with, but they 

also were very adept at working the stage- members constantly moving, inciting the crowd, 

posing and generally mimicking the basic drama inherent in Journey’s music. These guys knew 

the business of rock and roll showmanship and while they were obviously pandering to what the 

crowd expects out of a rock show- taking various poses with different groupings of band 

members throughout the show, for example- it worked beautifully. 

 

Founding member Neil Schon began the show with a wailing guitar solo and then was joined on 

stage by longtime band mates Ross Valory on bass and Jonathan Cain on keyboards. Deen 

Castronovo not only played drums, but also turned in some lead vocals. But the main vocal 

chores fell to Jeff Scott Soto, who is subbing in for Journey’s other vocalist Steve Augeri on this 

tour.  

 



Soto, as a kind of an unknown quantity, not only covered the vocal parts of the band’s classic 

material with aplomb, his higher register voice soaring on top of all that electricity, but he also 

served to tie Journey to the present. Throwing himself into the performance with abandon, Soto, 

who mentioned living in Fort Collins back in the 1980s for “6 to 8 months,” was energetic 

indeed and his movement on the stage gave the set a kind of youthful shot in the arm.  

 

Then Def Leppard took the stage and did the same thing- dominated the situation with plenty of 

experienced rock and roll rabble rousing. Vocalist Joe Elliott, often waving and twirling his mike 

stand around, was in constant motion throughout the evening, as were the others in the band. In 

this case, a set of risers surrounding drummer Rick Allen’s kit served to give the musicians 

somewhere to go other than from side to side of the stage, especially bassist Rick Savage. Def 

Leppard’s music is a little rawer, more gut level than Journey’s music, often working an 

infectious groove as a foundation, shoveling some effective guitar riffs into the middle, then 

adding fist pumping, sing along vocals on top- and that’s exactly what the crowd at the BEC did, 

shout along with nearly every song. 

 

It was fun to hear Leppard’s take on some covers, like the T Rex tune they played at the BEC 

and a smoking version of David Essex’s old hit “Rock On.” But finally it was Def Leppard’s 

mega-hit “Rocket” that sealed the deal with a driving groove, some unscripted musical 

exploration and some great video work. Guitarists Vivian Campbell and Phil Collen took full 

advantage of the risers behind Allen to indulge in some entertaining dueling guitars during the 

tune. Mix in some flame pods and a shower of sparks and you have a rock and roll spectacle that 

excites no matter who the band is. 

 

Honestly, I was never really a fan of either of these bands- but I am now thanks to both of the 

units’ dedication to keeping the rock and roll accessible and entertaining. It gave me the juice to 

hit the road after the show- plowing right into the blowing snow and blinding spray from the 

semi-trucks on the Interstate. Even though my windshield was icing up, slush was collecting all 

over my vehicle and I couldn’t really tell if what was in front of me on the highway was wet 

pavement or slick black ice, I was cooking along with purpose thanks to the good dose of rock 

and roll spirit Journey and Def Leppard imparted. Coming up at the BEC: Godsmack, with 

Breaking Benjamin and Hourcast, on November 11. 


