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2012 Election Wrap-up: A View from a Battleground State 

by Tim Van Schmidt 

Exhausted. That sums up my feelings after the 2012 Election. It's kind of a pleasant exhaustion, but 

tiredness just the same.  

I was so tired that I just didn't hold on for President Obama's victory speech on Tuesday night. After Mitt 

Romney's graceful concession speech, I called it a night. The deal was done. 

But thanks to YouTube, I was able to watch the entirety of Obama's speech the next night- and it 

brought tears to my eyes. Those tears were about the incredible intensity of the election this time 

around- and it was a huge relief to see the thing wrap up in such a glorious way. Obama's speech was 

excellent work, expressing a lot of what I want a newly re-elected President to say about working 

together after such a contentious political battle. 

I was tired on Election Night because I happen to live in one of the handful of "battleground states" that 

made a bigger difference to the Presidential election this time around. This was confirmed on Election 

Night as every network I surfed for election coverage named Colorado as such. One network even went 

so far as to name my county- Larimer County- as one of the three "swing" counties in the state. 

This resulted in a deluge of input from the outside. I didn't have to travel very far at all to cover the 

national election in 2012, the national election came to me. 

In all, I was able to cover two President Obama events- one in Fort Collins, with the largest crowd I saw 

of 13,000, and the other in Boulder, with a crowd of 10,000. I covered one event with Vice President Joe 

Biden in Greeley as well as an event with the Second Lady, Dr. Jill Biden, at the South Fort Collins Obama 

office. 

Added to this was a local politics event prior to Obama's visit to Fort Collins as well as four celebrity 

events for Obama- featuring musicians and actors- on the CSU campus and at the CSU Obama office. 

I also covered a Paul Ryan event in Timnath- just on the border of Fort Collins. Ryan also skirted around 

Fort Collins by appearing in Greeley and, one the day before the election, at Johnson's Corner in 

Johnstown.  

These events, also featuring Senators, Representatives and high ranking officials from Colorado and 

elsewhere, mirror what was happening all around Colorado in the months prior to the election- multiple 

appearances by all of the major players and their famous supporters. 

But the election rally events weren't all there was to it. My telephone rang over and over again on a 

daily basis, for weeks and weeks, most often with messages from various branches of the Republican 

Party.  



I received a constant barrage of e-mails- many daily- from the Obama campaign, using everything from 

friendliness to out-and-out guilt to solicit donations and support. Because I had covered a Paul Ryan 

event, I also received Republican e-mails, but I did not know until just days before the election that most 

of the Republican e-mails were being extracted by my spam catcher. My snail mail had negative 

Republican material just about every day for months- many times, the same flyers, sent over and over 

again. 

On Election Day, right at 10 AM, I received a call from Mitt Romney who promised "I'm going to make 

sure we remain the hope of the Earth" along with his plea for my vote. On my noontime walk, I ran into 

an Obama volunteer rattling doors in the neighborhood to find any voters that were still hiding. At 5:30 

in the afternoon, I received a link to an Obama video that didn't say much more than get out and vote- 

or get someone else out to vote- multiple times. 

I saw a lot of "road signs" along the highways in Northern Colorado over the last few months- and a lot 

of those tended to be for the Romney Ryan camp.  

I noticed that yard signs in Fort Collins were a little more scarce than in past elections. Oftentimes, if 

there were yard signs, they were for Obama, or more likely for local candidates. The lack of yard signs- 

at least in the surrounding neighborhoods where I live- was noticeable and I wonder if it might be a 

reaction by residents to being targeted so heavily. Maybe the candidates were doing enough advertising 

on their own, in every conceivable way, and people didn't want to "brand" their homes too. 

With all of the excitement of being in a battleground county in a battleground state, the glare of such 

intense national attention can not only be fascinating, but also produce a headache. Volunteers from 

the Obama campaign knocked on our door multiple times, support taking on the flavor of personal 

harassment at times. I actually got used to the phone ringing- and now the silence is deafening- and I 

wasn't really surprised when I heard about the next big political event in the region- and road closures. 

However, for me, the memories of this election will be rich in details, thanks to the willingness of both 

campaigns to include all members of the press- even one with a tiny regional news site in Northern 

Colorado. 

The Fort Collins event with President Obama was kind of like a walk in the park- a beautiful late summer 

day, in a pleasant outdoor environment. This was the first visit by a sitting President to CSU, but not the 

first visit by Obama. Obama spoke to the largest crowd in CSU history in 2008. 

I also enjoyed seeing Joe Biden in Greeley. He's more Old School than Obama in his delivery, able to mix 

a wise old sincerity with a wry, cynical twist. He wasn't as careful as Obama and that made him a fiery 

speaker indeed. 

Of the celebrities I saw, perhaps WILL.I.AM, of the Black-Eyed Peas, was the most famous. But the most 

inspiration talk was given by actor Zachary Quinto in an event meant to fire up volunteers hitting the 

streets to canvass for Obama. Quinto was well prepared with a statement for the event and delivered it 

with some personal passion. 



I went to Obama's Boulder rally on November 1 for pleasure. Following the final Presidential debate 

between Romney and Obama on October 22, I sensed that the President was going to win- and I really 

wanted to see the winner again. 

I'm an Obama fan because he is a good speaker and puts out a friendly vibe. But that charm is mixed 

with a sincerity and a challenge to get to work on some big ideas.  

 

Other than being questioned stringently by a cop on my way to the Press parking, everything about the 

Boulder trip went smoothly. I even took the time to drive the Foothills Highway from Lyons down to 

Boulder and experience a beautiful Colorado sunset before hitting Boulder. 

And, for my effort, I was rewarded with another effective speech by the President and a rocking roomful 

of supporters. 

I'll admit that I made plans to attend two major Mitt Romney events in the Denver area. I had a ticket, 

but no Press confirmation for Romney's showcase moment at Red Rocks, and canceled my plans. I'm 

glad I did because another photographer on the campaign trail told me that 21,000 tickets had been 

distributed for a venue that only held 9000 people- leaving some angry people at the gates. 

I also considered the final Romney event at Comfort Dental Amphitheatre in Denver just three days 

before the election, but also cancelled those plans, having seen Obama just a few days before. 

Romney's running mate Paul Ryan was the real winner on the ticket- he retained his seat in the House of 

Representatives and got lots and lots of face time with voters in hot locations. Colorado probably saw 

much more of Ryan than Romney. I'm glad I saw him and was able to hear the Republican side directly 

from one of the major players. 

In Larimer County, though, I would say that while the Republicans seemed to rule with telephone 

messages and snail mail, the Democrats ruled the ground with many more public events and a lot of 

volunteers. 

Was all of this necessary? As exhausting as all of the above got to be in a battleground state in what has 

been called the most expensive Presidential election on record, I think every bit of it is necessary.  

Campaigns in the 21st Century must do absolutely everything they can and must keep doing it all of the 

time until the final polls close. There is no "enough" in American campaigning now- it's an escalating 

arms-race of information and it will not stop until every "battleground" in the country is saturated with 

effort.  

My prediction is that the NEXT election will become the most expensive election ever, and so on. And 

every state will eventually become a "battleground state." 

But now, let's get back to those tears produced by Obama's victory speech. While I am an Obama fan, 

I'm not so personally attached to the guy that I must cry with joy at his re-election. It was more like, on 



the night my daughter was born, I cried not from sorrow or pain, but just from the sheer intensity of the 

moment. I think Obama wrapped up the election is grand style with his speech and I felt gratified 

because, at the end of such a grueling election cycle, I ultimately wanted to be inspired. And for me, 

Obama delivered. 

I let the inspiration I felt- not just from Obama's speech but from the whole election process- enter into 

a conversation with some friends on the morning after I watched the video. But before I could get much 

said, one of them shut me down flat by accusing Obama of being a "liar"- end of discussion. 

A little later, I returned to the YouTube video version of Obama's speech that I had watched- posted by 

the New York Times- and was shocked by the comments that had been added about the video. Racist 

death threats and offensive personal insults dominated the entries. 

These couple of negative elements to my experience following the Election remind me that inspiration 

only goes so far. No matter what bridge you cross, there is always a troll underneath ready to spoil the 

trip. 

Added to this, I think of all of the disappointed Republican voters, as well as those who supported other 

party candidates. To say the least, not everyone was inspired by President Obama's re-election. 

But, with that said, my "battleground state" experience in the 2012 Election was certainly thrilling. It 

also makes me wonder what's going to happen next time. Will there be different battlegrounds? Or will 

the "war of the words" return to my state and my county to do it all over again? 


